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G R A M M A R  

Complete the article by filling the gaps with proper verb form or verb tense. Write your answers 

in the spaces below the article. 

Example: (00) included 

                                  Astronaut Sally Ride among 16 presidential honorees 

 

The list of 16 honorees who received the Presidential Medal of Freedom Wednesday from President 

Obama – 00 – (include) civil rights leaders, a TV star and philanthropist, a former U.S. president and a 

Hall of Fame Chicago Clubs baseball all-star.  

Members of Sally Ride’s family say America’s first woman in space  – 01 – (fit) right in. “I think she 

belongs there, and I only wish that she  – 02 – (receive) the honor when she was still alive,” said Sally 

Ride’s life partner of 27 years, who will accept the posthumous award at the White House on Ride’s 

behalf. “I’m sure she – 03 – (watch) the ceremony and laughing at me and her mom and her sister. She  

- 04 – (laugh) at us from above.” 

Sally Ride, who – 05 – (lose) a 17-month battle with pancreatic cancer in July 2012 at the age of 61, 

made history in 1983 as the first American female astronaut  – 06 – (join) a spaceflight aboard 

Challenger.    

Ride’s mother Joyce, 90, and sister Karen “Bear” Ride, 60, will be present at the medal ceremony. 

“She – 07 – (be, always) my big sister,” Bear Ride said. “I think her work with NASA really was a 

turning point for women in professional life. I think for that we’re all grateful.”  

The Medal of Freedom is the nation’s highest civilian honor, presented to individuals who – 08 – 

(make) especially meritorious contributions to the USA. 

This year  – 09 – (mark) the 50
th

 anniversary of the executive order signed by President John F. 

Kennedy – 10 – (establish) the Presidential Medal of Freedom. More than 500 people  – 11 – (receive) 

the award.  

Bear Ride said her sister – 12 – (be) “always terrific at anything she undertook,” so the family was 

very proud but not surprised when she  – 13  – (decide) to become an astronaut. “She was cut from a 

different cloth, Sally was. We’re not sure where she came from, because none of the rest of the family 

knows squat about science. She just kind of became an astrophysicist all on her own,” Bear Ride said.      

Bear Ride noted how her sister, a rabid baseball fan, – 14 – (be) “especially thrilled” to be in the 

company of Medal of Freedom recipient Ernie Banks, a Hall-of-Fame infielder for the Chicago Club. 

 “We – 15 – (try, always) to trade for his baseball card, ” she said. Ride was part of two missions 

aboard the Challenger Shuttle.   

01 ………………………………………..  09……………………………………….. 

02………………………………………..  10 ………………………………………. 

03 ………………………………………..  11 ………………………………………. 

04 ………………………………………...  12 ………………………………………. 

05 …………………………………………  13 ………………………………………. 

06 ………………………………………..  14 ………………………………………. 

 

07 ………………………………………..  15 ……………………………………….. 

 

08 ……………………………………….. 

 

Total Points: ............./15pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Read the article below. Use the word given in CAPITALS at the end of each line to form a word 

that fits in the space in the same line. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

San Antonio and Bandera have long been –00–   SYNONYM  00…synonymous.. 

with cowboys and rodeos, but that’s not all this 

lovely part of Texas has to offer. From the  – 01 –    SPOIL   01 ………………….. 

Texas Hill Country  – 02 – in Bandera to the flamboyant   SCENE  02…………………. 

Latino atmosphere in San Antonio, there’s more things 

to do than you can shake a stick at. 

With great weather all year round, a – 03 – ,   THRIVE                    03 ………………… 

cosmopolitan nightlife, – 04 – people and fabulous  CHARM  04 ………………… 

food, you can see what attracts celebs like Jessica Simpson 

and Eva Longoria. 

This part of the Lone Star State is a –05– combination  DELIGHT  05 …………………. 

of exciting sights and sounds. The city of San Antonio 

is nearing its 300
th

 birthday and is very – 06 – of its history. PRIDE  06………………….. 

A tour of the Alamo is a – 07 –. Wander through the site      HAVE TO  07 ………………….. 

where 189 – 08 –  heroes battled the Mexican army in 1836. TEXAS  08…….…………….. 

Culture buffs should head to the San Antonio Museum of  

Art. A – 09 – place to escape the heat and bustle of the city, RELAX   09 …………………. 

it’s full of great American paintings and – 10 –.     SCULPTOR  10 …………………. 

   When in cowboy country, do as the locals do and  

saddle up! Bandera calls – 11 – the cowboy capital of the IT   11…………………...  

world and it’s easy to see why. – 12 –  than an hour’s LITTLE  12 ………………….. 

drive from San Antonio in the Texas Hills, this is the place 

to see working cowboys and the old way of life.  

Horse – 13 – will be in heaven at the Mayan Dude  ENTHUSIASM 13 ………………….. 

Ranch, which has produced seven world rodeo - 14 –  CHAMPIONSHIP 14 ………………….. 

Ride out in the morning for breakfast under the trees – 

there’s no better way to shake off a – 15 –! Or in the HANG   15 ………………….. 

afternoon, go on a – 16 – trail ride – the best way to  PICTURE  16 ………………….. 

enjoy the atmosphere.  

On Fridays, - 17 – trick roper Kevin Fitzpatrick visits LEGEND  17 ………………….. 

the ranch to show off his amazing talents in lassoing  

and horse acrobatics.  

If getting on a horse doesn’t appeal, try the ranch’s 

other pursuits, such as – 18 –, or get driven around on ARCHER  18 ………………….. 

a haybale! 

Remember to pack loose clothes – San Antonio is the  

place to go for TexMex cuisine. For classic TexMex, 

visit the busy 24-hour restaurant Mi Tierra. Loved by 

Bill Clinton, who likes to sit with other – 19 – when he  DINE   19 ………………… 

visits, this family-run favourite has been a local - 20 –        MARK  20 …………………. 

since 1941. Customers are serenaded by a Mariachi band  

and the place is decorated with Christmas lights year-round. 

 

Total Points: ............./10pts 

 

R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  
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Read the article about sloping off in style in Austria. For questions 01-10, decide which of the sentences 

(A-M) above the article best fits into each of the numbered gap in the article. There are three extra 

sentences. 

A I’m walking on to the set of a Bond movie   

B I’ve built up  

C keeping its historic traditions 

D to make healthy choices  

E travelling in the dark 

F opting instead for more food 

G hidden deep within the mountains 

H more than losing appetite 

I being lulled to sleep by Eurotrash pop every night 

J heaving a healthier, fitter life 

K they’re instantly whisked away 

L I reach the reception 

M you breathe in 

 

Aside from being a skier’s paradise, the town of St Anton is a stunning hideaway nestled deep in the 

heart of the Austrian Alps.  While – 01–, the enchanting alpine resort has become a modern, 

sophisticated hot spot, catering for everyone from the adrenaline-addictive ski junkie to the fair-

weather skier. From the second – 02–the resort’s intoxicating air, its unique charm will transport you 

into a perfectly unspoilt bubble a million miles away from the daily grind back home. OK!’s Chrissie 

Reeves couldn’t wait to check in and hit the slopes, discover spas – 03 - and enjoy the traditional 

Austrian cuisine, all of which make St Anton an Aladdin’s cave of delights. 

After a short flight from dreary Gatwick, I touch down in Zurich and not even my heavily overloaded 

suitcases can dampen my spirits as – 04 – by a rep from Kaluma Travel, who meets me in arrivals. 

Before I even have the chance to say ʻlederhosenʼ, I’m escorted through the airport and into a heated 

luxury 4x4, cruising down the highway en route to the mountains. Despite – 05 –, my two-hour 

journey flies by – perhaps this is down to the exhilarating ride and the fact that we’re almost reaching 

a right angle on the winding roads up to the spectacular heights of the mountains. 

Arriving at The Mooser, a slope-side boutique hotel perched on the edge of a cliff, I feel like – 06 – 

–  too large metal doors mark the entrance to the vehicle lift, which transports me three storeys below 

ground to a garage complete with TV screens and piped music. Walking through the 007-like 

surroundings, - 07 –  and am shown to my spacious suite with floor-to-ceiling windows perfectly 

framing the unspoilt mountain wilderness. Mine is one of seven suites and oozes the rustic elegance 

you’d expect from an authentic Tyrolean farmhouse.  

The hotel is next door to the world-famous MooserWirt, the best après-ski in the Alps – I’m a little 

dubious about – 08 –. However, my fears soon diminish when I’m told the state-of-the-art sound 

proofing means you don’t hear a beat. As I relax on my king-size bed, I check out my surroundings – 

complimentary mini bar, 55in flat-screen and a shower that overlooks the piste. There’s even a climate 

box giving off the fragrance of alpine pine forests – they really have thought of everything. 

The next day, after a morning of glorious skiing, - 09 - an appetite and by 3pm I’m sat with a mulled 

wine and a hearty burger on the sun deck at the Rodel Hutte. The party soon begins to warm up as a 

mix of Eurodance tracks blast across the piste. The daily festivities go right through until 8pm, with 

dancing, singing and lot of drinks, but I pace myself and steer clear of the Jägerbombs, - 10 - and an à 

la carte feast at Raffl’s  St Antoner Hof. I’m treated to a six-course tasting menu of Michelin-starred 

excellence, which includes lobster medallions, Tyrolean veal, roasted saddle of venison and Grandma 

Raffl’s rice pudding – too delicious!   
Total points:............./10pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Listen to the text and answer whether the statements 01-10 are true or false.  You will score 0.5 

pts for each correct answer. 

 

01 The Kennedy’s family stopped meeting regularly after the assassination of President Kennedy. 

 

02 The Kennedy’s children sail when they spend their time at their grandparents´ property. 

 

03 The speaker feels limited by being a Kennedy. 

 

04 The family met recently to commemorate the tragic event. 

 

05 The speaker wanted to become a senator but failed in the elections. 

 

06 All the documents related to Kennedy’s assassination have been examined properly. 

 

07 The speaker’s father wanted to continue in the investigation of the case. 

 

08 After the assassination, the speaker’s father started to be devoted to spiritual things. 

 

09 The speaker’s father was sure he would defeat Johnson.  

 

10 The Kennedy’s family do not want to interfere in political issues any more. 
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VOCABULARY: PROGRESSIVE TEST 

 

List as many WILD animals as you can. You will score 1 point for every 5 correctly spelled 

answers. 
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